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About the v iew from the bottorn one shculd be modest,  i t

is  not  for  ue at  the top -  governnental  or  i r i teu-govern-

mental  bu: :eauerats managine f lows of  prohlems and conf l iets,

pr ivate or state capi ta l is ts managing f-Lows of  eeonomie

value and intef lectua.Ls/researehers of  a. l1 k inds helpine

ei ther -  to te l l  those at  the hottorn what their  needs are.

To a.  large extent the.v know themselves, ancl  to the extent

the-v do not know thev are l i -ke evervone else of  us r . ln-

certain,  insecure,  ambiva. lent ,  changinrr  a l l  the t ine,  in-

consistent;  in short ,  human" lVe can probablv safelv assume

that thev want food, shel ter  and clcthe-< and al i  the cr ther

thinss that are needecl  to survive,  at  least  at  tne ninumun

mater ia l  1evel .  Eut I  th ink we may equal ly safely assr jme

that people at  the bottorn no more than peopie at  the top

urant to he told what their  neeCs are and ho'r ' tnev shal-1 he

met;  they might l ike to f  ind or, : t  for  themselves. Krou, ins

horry top-heavy our soc iet ie. .  a.re ,  not  to ment ion the wor ld

eommr:ni tv as a whole,  moo el-s o f  wha.t  to want and how to

behave to get i t  are found evervwhere, but ahr:ve al l .  in a

tremenCous pressure of  eommunieat ion beamed i rorn the wor ldts

metropoles and larger ei t ies to the rest ,  to the rural  and

urban poor,  a message above al i  of  mater ia l  goor is and a war" '

to get them, through educat ion and hard vrork,  cornnet i t ion,

eeogra,phicai  and sccial  mclbi l i ty ,  convert inE on'--1s h, . ; rna.n re-

sourees into r ione:/  a. t  the la-bour market,anC .r ,^nvert ing the

money into goods at  the super ma::ket"  S,c thev are tc ld,  indeeC

Hence, ma:y '  one not safelv assume that what the rural  poor

real ly want i -o tc al ter  their  l iv inr"  eond i t ions in the C i -

rect ion of  the urtan r ich,  or  a. t  least  the urban middle

classes ? i rnd should we then not,  perhaps somewhat hypocr i -

t ieal ly,  s imply wash our hands and say ! ' i t  woul-d be paterna.-
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l ist ic to denV them wha.t  they want" l  using that sen*

I ,eree as one more source of  legi t imat ion for:  the expansion

o f  our enormous l ion-sovel inmental  ,  governmental-  , i : r ter ' - {c-ve: : :*
mental  rpr ivate and sta. te maehiner ies into al l  corners of

th e wor ld r  working for th e oal /  tvh en a un iversal ,  aborre th e

minimum and helow the maximum diet  has heen introdueeci  a l l

over the wor ld,  a wor lC hcusins-corporat ion is sr . rnplv ing

eve::vhoCy with sta.ndard hcuses of  a l imi teC nr. lmber of  var-

iet ies,  c lothins is uni form and so is tbe meri ieal  t reatment

dishu"rsed to that  whieh is insidc-:  the elcthes; not to ment ion

the world rs star. ,dar:d eurr ieula at  nr i r -eer ' / ,  k inclerqarten, Fr i -
marv,  seeondar ' / ,  ter t iarvr  er . rarterna.rv 1eve1s of  educat ion ?

And on top of  those tasie neels some non-basic ones for those

who are more wortn-V thal  the oi 'c ; ' "  ?

No d oubt m i  -L i  icns of  the rural  poor have hehaved in e.  way

that vrcr . :1C eonf i . : : r 'n th is scenai ' io.  The iv laeedoniar poor who

leaves for l roat ia cr  Siovenia to work there as a east-

arhei ter ,  therebY releasinr a,  l roa+ian or Slovenian rural-

poor who ca.n qo to the l - -ndesrepul l ik  workinp' there in the

"Sani tat ion l - - lepartment ' !  of  some big c i tv (  meanini"  handl i rg

r iarbase )  ,  therebv relea.s ing a f  ormerly Cerman rural  poor

for work on a.n assemblv l ine,  therebv releasinrr  a fornner l . r  ier*

: ran urban noo'"r  s so1 for wor:k as a c lerk,  thereby releasing,

etc. .  You can sta.r ' t  the cha. in i r  anv per ipheral  rural  v i l lage

yon want ,  ar id let  i t  end at  tne top o f  our nat iona] and glohal

polyst : :uctures'  l 'he nvr"aair les ard hier:archies are relat ive lv

wel l -known, narr :ow at  ' ihe tcp and very broad at  the bottorn,

ther:e are l ines of  t ransmrssion, even sone elevators for

ranid rrpward mohi l i ty"  Fut most ehannels e.re ef fect ively

clogged fo: :  the real1-v '  dest i t t r te"

I f  movement in the cha.nnels that  rema. in op,en is ever ' ' r th ing

our wor: ld has to of ' fer  to i ts c i t izens we may he -"aid to he

in a poor state.  l lor  the-re are at  least  two important th inqs

to say aboir t  th is image of  wha.t  derrelopment means at  the in-

d iv idual  f  evel  :  1 i f  e at  the top is nr: t  tha!  at t ract ive,

and i t  is  not  tnat  o i ,v iouq that th is is what those at

the bottom real ly want.  That manv people1- ' 'ehave as they do

cor ist i tutes no proof.  h ' i rst ,  the model propagated hv mass

nedia and al l  k inds of  demonstrat ion ef fects is so strong,
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so s- l i t ter ing,  so overDowerirp ' that  other models look

pale: :e iat ive to i t .  S ' ia.nr/  chi ldren in f ront  of  Ch:: istmas

-ehoF! ing windows wi l l  1,e at t racted b:r  the i "nost eolourf i :1,

br i l l iant ,  s l i t terLnr,  even i f  i t  is  junk and tho-oe who

na.ke the exhihi t iors krow that,  L i r . r t  seeonr l ,  a l thoush m'11-

l ions move mavbe 1^i l  l ions sta. . /  and oerhaps lot  onl '7 be-

cause thev are not able to move; the;7 rnay also not v lant  i t ,

; \nd i f  thev do not ura.nt ,  i t  nay he not only because of  fear

o f  th e unknown ,  but  a lso beca.use of  a f  eel ing or belonging-

ness, of  ident i tv wi th what thev have. ADd this is where i t

star: ts set t ing interest ing.  As a Norwes' ian I  am remini ted

of the l forwegia.n farmers who in the struprele against  the

entr l l  o i  l {orwav into the l luropean Eeonomie Conrmunitv,  so

inueh v. 'anled hy top 1{orwei ' ian burear"tcrat-q and pr ivate anci

state capi ta l is ts,  stated that "  For r-rs farminr"  is  mo,-F.- '

than a way of  making monel ' ,  i t  i -q a wav of  l i fe rr  -  mea-

ning with th is that  thev v, 'anted io keep the \ .orwegiar fa.rms,

smal l -  and i r rat iona. l  as manv of  then are,  heeause this was

the way of  l i fe thev wantel  to have. The' , r  hai  seen Cs1o,

found i t  a poor c lace, cf  wet--  ereedy, eentral  iz inr"  and not

verv rnueh worth i iv ins and ass'rmed that }ruxel ies wor;1d be

even v, iorse.  in th is they may be r ight  or  wuonrr ;  tha. t  c:rpsn6s

on oners image of  ideal  -societ . / :  
T he point  i -q only that

these farrners d id not wa.nt  8.ryh6J.,r  to te l i  them vrrhat their

neeCs vrere and what their  thour" l r t  of l  deveioprnent,  t rev knew.

In faety their  even fel t  -eo strons" l r r  a 'cout i t  that  tne

referendum lvas rron aqainst  a l l  the establ ishment fo i 'ees

in Sel tember L912 and novi ,  f ive vears l -a 'ber" ,  there seens

to'ne a.  very wide-spread af l reenent in l lorwav that the

people wa.s wiser than the government.

So 1et r . rs a-qsume not that  people ar ' ie a. lways wiser than

governments,  nor the opposi te,  hut  that  the eooC -eoeiet i r
is  th e one that oermit-"  d ia logl ie between the two and makes

decis ions that are f le x ib le enough to r .e r-r .  ect  z large

spectrunr of  images of  Cev*tropment.  The r"ood soeietv is

probahly the society that  to a la: :se extent t rusts that

peopi-e can f  ind out for  themselves, anr i  makes the resource-e

a.vai-Lahle.  In a1i  probabi l i tv  th is noints in the d i rect ion

of societ ies wj th a.  yer ' . , r  h i1 '1:  level  of  1oeal  sel f - re l - la!g-e,
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rneaning societ ies where the economic uni t  is  re l_at ivel

smal-L and the eeonomic eveles of  course extenr l  fsrTond

t 'orders of  the r- in i t ,  b i . r t  in such a way that in t imes o

cr is is one ean survivr :"

v
the

f

i l lhere seem to i re manv exampies of  ' the rural  poor who, when
piven the occasion, have hrrrnt  down the coffee bushes and

other eash crops in order to use the soi l  to grow food that

is ei i  l i r l  e .  One would expeet suen phenomena to oceur when

the opportuni t . /  costs of  r rowir is"  ea-eh eroFs are sr . toh that

people actual lv suf fer  heea.use resources are a1- iocated in

that direet iont  r ,s ing soj-1,  caFi ta l ,  lahour,  fer t i l izer and

water for  eash erops is usual iv a.  way of  extenr l ins the eco-

nomic c17c1e and monettz ins i t  sc that  the cash f low can he

eontrol l  ed h, /  the top, coss ih1. l  even end at  the top, except

for a t inv t r iekie.  l t  is  arso, incidental lv,  a way of  seeins

to i t  that  peol ie in the countryside do not do wha.t  peopie i r i

the c i t ies fear f ior- t ,  in a1l  countr iesrani  throughout histcry;

growinn' food for thei : r  own stomach on1v, leavinr to the c i t ies

to feed themselves. . ln order for  t ,h is not to haopen the stra-

teeS'  of  the ei t ies is s imple :  e i ther:  the carr ,ot  -  nethod o f

producing and propagat in i :  gocds that are avai lahle for  cash

cn1y, or the st iek-nethod of  forc ing peopte i - l . to a monet lzed

eeonomv bv levvinp'  taxes that can onlr '  be paid '  in cash,hy put-

t lnc them into plantat ions that shade over into concentrat ion

eamps, etco

But tnere couid al-so be another reason than hunper in the

neishho' ; rhood c- : - i :e beaut i fu l - i ' r  fer t i l ized and watered

cash crop f ie lds :  not  to be reduced to some l i t t le pawn

in the big game of pr ivate or state eeonornic planning. I t  is

easy to ask for  sol idar i tv wi th eorDorate or nat ionai  gral-s

when one si ts in the eentre of  c ieeis ion rnakine, def in ing those

very eoals l  t i re t i r i -ng lo iks l  j . f  f  ere l r t  f rom the hottorn.

f  hus,  one m ight s i r . -p lv l ike to be one t  s olvn eoaf-set ter ,  not

to be a part  of  a hig seheme rnasterminded by somebody loeated

in distant of f ices.  To conmunieate the goals in the mass media

even through the che.nnels run bv the corporat inns,  the govel :n-

ment or the partv may not oi l  the machinerv the way those

at the top wish and think;  i t  might even transform apa.thy into

a.ct ive resistanee, 0r,  i t  may transform fundamental ly di l igent,
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responsive ar:r l  l recpons i t . le people into nrof  es: : ional

cheaters who try to invent wavs of  mi lk ing the sv-otem at
the expense of  min imurn ef  f  or t  cn the i r  s id e.  A t raetor r t  r i -
ver in a planned economv vrhc ploughs the f ie lds on the basls
of  tarplets st ipulated in 1;he : .1an, in terns of  ?. , rease plr i i *
ghed, is 1ikely to cover rnuch gr:ound, br: t  ptr  verv wel l ;
doing a poor iob but gett ins awav with i t  amorq other re?-
sons beca.use the inspeetor is 1ike1y to he rewarr led for . the

rurnber:  of  f  ie lds insneeted, not how tho::oughlv he inspeets,
The tra.etoi :  dr iver rnav r ,ot  be economieal l . r  poor l .u- t ;  for  whaf
ever he ha,s of  mater ia. l  r iches the spir i tual  eosts in terns

of loss of  ic lent i tv v, i i th work,  wi th n,ork procirJct ,  wi th na-
tu: :e,  wi th other peopl  e,  may be consider:a.ble" J wcul  j  i rc l - r ;Ce

h im among the so-ca11ed rrr , . r ra l  poorr t  because h is work has

beer ortrani"er l  in sr ieh a way that he has al l  the c isadvan-
tages of  mooern industr ia l  urban l i fe,  wi thout an] '  of  the
aovanta.ges the advanta.p 'es beins r i rban services r  a eerta. in
amount of  f reedom of choice in what to consume, the possi-

bi l i ty  of  anonvrni ty in sone sett ings a.nd toretherness with
fami lv and fr iends in others,  ete"

anyhow, at  the same t i re as there is th is desperate struslre
a,."ainst  mater ia l  and -"pir i tual  povert : r  and the srea.kin, .

suspic ion that mater ia l  growth is oh,tained at  the expense

of increa-sinr spir i tual  po.n 'er tv strange things are hapnenins,

at  the other end of '  the wor ld hiera:rehies "  Thus, i t  looks
as i f  peopie for  the f i r :st  t i re in model-n histor. , r  a.re 1ea.*

vins c i t ies in I ta ly and l lnsland more than ' ! - : : le ' . '  a.re ente-

r inp:"  Obviouslv th is pberomenon has to do with e.  p.eneral

deel ine,  economica. l l -y soeakinc,  of  these two cor.ni t r ies.

1t  is  eer: ta in l ; l  not  u,nwise i f  a rea. l  economie squeeze is

coming , to be ahle to be more sel . f - re ' l . iant ,  even sel f -suf  f  i -

c ient  where food i . -  eoneerned, being close to a pieee of
ground wh ere er;  i  h l  e erops can be grou'n "

i lut  the phenomenon eertair lv has deeper: :oots :  the ouest

- for  non*ma.ter ia. l  values lef t  unsa.t isf ied in ei t ies,  presu-

mabl: l  more sat isf iable in more eommunal patterns of  l iv inr ' ,

e loser to our bese, namelv nature.  v i i th c i t ies bec<lming

increas inglrr  dangerous and also increa.sinely unattraet ive

.  i  " -6



(  cr ine rates,  inelr ;d in l"  nurder rates goinfr  up )  a r :ost-
henef i t  analysis of  the tv;o al ternat,L,rrs eor i f r l  easi lv lear j
to the eonclusion of  movins.  uvir ient l_r '  srreh people aet in
a wav contrar;r  to the donr inant mode1, and their  mot ives,  hence,
wi]1 be susDeeted. Lt  the sane t i re as there is incorporat ion
at the bottom into the l - . i i ' "  machiner i .es ment ionet i  above there
is a.  certain dis integrat ion at  the top with people bel ieved
to be trustv ' ror thr /  r  re l iahle suDDOrters of  the -"vstem r ief  ec-

t inc ' .  !Vhat wi l -1 be the ef fect  at  t .he hottom when thesg rr :ove-q

attain { i rea. ter  proport ions,  and becorne more proper lv unde::-

stocd ?

r s imp.J 17 do not know. , i11 I  know is that  d ia loFrLres v,r i th
people elassi f  ied as "rural ,  poor" alwav-" seern to exter- .d one I  s

ins isht  ancl  i  ca.n o f  f  e:^ some exam'ol_es f  rom d ia logues last
sumrner,  one in a f ishins v i . l iage in so: ; i ;heast i rs ia_ i  zt j
other in a nountain v i l lage in lVe-et  Asia by ( i iuroDcans refer:r"ed

to as "rv l iddle i jast '1"  TvTr ical  example,  f rorn the f  ishinl  v i11ap:e:

l  under.stand tnat what vcr i  t ,asiea1i17 want in th is
.r i1 l -age is ef  feet i - re pt lo+eet iot_ '  of  Vour wav of  1 i  fe
again-et  i r r - t i .Lstr ia i  pol lut ion of  vorrr  waters,  and vou
' 'L 'ant  essent ia l iv  to l ive in the v i l iap'e t 'eeause r /ou
think that  is a soort  1 i  fe "  Eut what is i t  that  vor, l
wor.r ld l ike to add to what you ha.ve, rot  only proteet ion
of rqhat vou have ?

i le i1,  there is one thinp'vre would l ike more than anv-
th i t tg e1s e t  ayd th at  i . i  real-1. , r  good edu ca.t i  on .

Cood eduea.t ion ? Yo,.r  mean in orCer to gct  a good posi-
t ion so thai  one coul-r l  leave the vi l - lase a.nd. jo in the
ci tv ?

I ' ;o,  not  at  a. l1.  r ' ie want edueat ion in order to have hetter
i i fe in th i -"  v i1- lase.

tsut  in th is v i l lage t /ou do r ' ;ot  have the t . /pes of  pos i t ions
that schooi in, . ' is  usuai l -y made for,  so what do yot. t  mean ?

r ihat  rve mear ' r  is  s imply th is :  we think that  people wi th
a high educat ion are molre able to appreeiate the gooo
thing-:s in 1i fe.  I f  you have poor educat ion then vou rro
in for  junkr you l is ten to the ba. i i  nru*eicr  read stupiC
books i f  you have guoci  educat ion then vou can mueh more
enjov th ings of  a higher oual i tv.

!Ve11, I  admire t l ' i i - r  idea i rut
very hieh leve1 of  edueat ion
st i11 go i r r  for  junk !

. f  I rnor, , r  ma.nv people wi th e.
ano al l  k inds of  schor:1s who
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Tha.t  ma:/  be.  l , , " . r  i  bhal ,  o-n1v shows that,  the.y are i iot
roal  I  r r  edr:nater i

- I  am sure one co-.-r1i i  hat 'e stmi lar  d ia logues in thoi :sands ,
er, /en mi l l ions of  p la,ees arounC t i te wor ld" L ein also sure

that i t  is  honest,  ano tha.*r .  in faet  manv of  tne neople.vho

ex'cress the opncsi te,  whc think what tne-y tnern-qelves want

a.re only mate: : ia1 th inss fcr  more eon*. i ; rnpt ion,  in fact  are

dishonest;  i f  not  to others,  a. t  least  to themselve-q.  I  for

one founr l  tha. t  part icular f isherman more able to dist ins 'u ish

tretu 'een educat ion and sehool ing than ,nost peopl  e i  know in

iVl in istr ies o |  . i ic lueat ion,  ar :d I  a l -sc fe l t  sorrv hecause I  know

that his countr-rr  is  set  up i r r  sueh e.  way that i t  i -o school ins

rather than educat ion he vr i l l  set ,  l l l l -e-cs something hatner is.

i -n the mountai :  - ; i f  laqe the problem was formuiated, in a

sense, in terms solrewhey'e tetween the rnater ia l  and the non-

--mater ia, l r r r in st : ' r . ; t t l ra l  tgrns'r  "  The j - r :  p: :ob1en was h.7 and

large a pr io 'n iem wh ieh is novl  verv wel l  known ;  an age-cld

structure of  land o' , ,vner i i in ?rd r , lT 'a.L v, 'ork wi th a subt le ba-

lanee hetweei.  soi l - ,  1at- ,orrr  put  in,  f  er t i l izer anC water,

a.nimal po\/er and -seed s is r . rpset in the nan' te of  -"ociaI  iust ice

and land reform, The pa.r t icula.r  struetrrre in that  part ieular

place is verv eomplex,  too coinpl  ex to he reiateC here ,  and

eertainl .z too eomplex to be ful l -y re f l -ectej  i r :  a i , " lnrstr .y '  c I

Agr i ieul tu: :e.  Fut the ma jor  point  is  c lear :  a.s a cons equen ce

o f  the land reform the indiv i r iua. l  p lots ar ie too smal l -  to make

the f , ' . rms sel f -suf ' ' ie ient ,  anc the suht le co-operat ive net-

work among then to a large extent d estro. . red.  ' l 'he indiv idr ia l

fa.rrner wi l l  to a larger extert  have to turn out-" ide the v i i la-

se for  the faetors of  produ"ct ion neeoed ;  be that eapi ta l
( lnrns)-  rer t i  l izer (art , i i ie ia l  rathe::  than on the trasis 6f\  

| j  r -  v r  r

exehanse with fa.rmers who have more manurr ' )  rwater ( throueh

new and very expensive i r r igat iorr  networks rather than through

oider systems whose operat ion depenc'od on the social  strue-

ture),  technieal  a.dviee (  f rom rura]  exter-* ion vrorkers,  f resh

out of  col l -eger rath-ol  than fr :om exper ience aecumulatecl  in

that v i l l  age thror igh generat ions ,  centur ies,  malrhe rni l lenr i  a )  ,

In short ,  the ; r is takes of  t ra.r l i t ional isn t raded for the mis-

takes of  modernism; the posi t ive s ides of  t radi t ional  sociel , . , '

to a large extent lost  and the po-qi t ive s ides of  nodern societ ' /
/9)
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not heinp avai lahle -  for  a l i  these goods and se::v iees

from the outside woul i i  e i ther be too sxpensive,  uxavai lable,

i " r re levant or r inhtout counter-prodr.ret ive.  r i ihat  remain.*  is

a sen-qe of  unee:: ta intv,  insecur i t ' /  a.nd a.nl . i ,a lenee and pro-

fo,rnd dependency on the outside in skr61l ,  of  } 'e inc e per i -

pher iv where a. t  an ear l ier  stage one rnight have been i  j  s  ia i t  ,
but  a. t  the same t ime a,  centre of  oner-q oyleo r i  strueture des-

stroyed, and a rrery Foor one put in i ts place -  a FoFrJlat ion
bewi lderedr not necessar i lv  lonsing for the old days i f  that

rnea.nt  beine bosseC and exploi ter l  by the over-pr iv i leged amonf

them, wi th highl 'y  unelear ' , / ' ' .s ions of  i row one perhals could eon-

bine much of  what was gcod in the t radi t ional  pat te: :n wi th

some of the good thinrs in x\e new one. r i ' , j -Ei1 n:- ice - ' lcr ' , r '1. ,a ' l ' j

i r 'hat  these two examples amount tc,  in my mind, is sr .mpl-y th is :

th e d a.nger and th e f  a. l iacy of  wcrkine with a d evel"  opment rnodel

based on a hie; :arch1'of  neei ls"  i t  sor;nds sc s imple and so con-

vincing to manv peonie:1et us f i rst  sat isfy tne basic mater-
ia l -  needs, and ihen move on to the non-na.ter ia l  needs. l la.ybe ani-

mals are l ike that .  But even about th is I  would ha.ve so, ' i , "e doubts :

animals in modern indust: : ia l ized agr ieul t r . r r :e,  in food faet i r ' : : ies

where thev are f  ed to the point  of  overfeed ing a.nd shel tered

to the point  of  overshei ter ing -  never permlt ted to wal-k around

anr i  d ig for  their  ovrn food (1e st  the energy expended in tha. t

ef  f  o; : t  r ; l  ght  reduce their  narket value )  ,  never pe rmit tec out-

s ide their  ar t i f ie ia. l  existence, do not look part icularf  i  eon-

tented "  I t  is  of  course true that at  the l -evel  o. f  aeute -etar-
vat ion,  os brought about b,y natural  or  soeial  eatastrophies,

the s1-ogan'rha.sie nate: : ia1 needs f i rst i l  is  re levant"  Ineider-

ta l lv ,  i r  sueh si tuat ions people are also fed l ike aninals,

l in ing rrp more e: ' less order l -y aroi ;nd the barrel .

Eut bevond this leve1 of  ut ter  dest i tut ion the be-et  th ingr one

ean do from the top is to a-s.sume that people at  the l . .ot tonr

want as mueh freectom and iCent i ty as other people do; that

' ;hev are not only coneerned with secur i tv ard economic wel l -

*being. The' ;  want opt ions,  choices,  real  choices.  Thev want

ident i tyr l l leanin; i  c losefe:r . . - : r to their  ov/n work produets,  to them-

selves,  to other people,  to the soeiety of  whieh they are part ,

to nature ,  and to sonetb ing t ranscendental  whether i t  is

cal l -ed God or Ideology" ln our wor ld tocay the ci ty is perhaps
io. i .  )
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higher:  on f reedom but def in i te lv lower on ident i tv;  the

vi l lages used to be the ot : :er  v/ay rol lnd hut are now rapidlv

being transformed i -n a oireet ion where there is nei ther mu.eh

freedoni ,  :or  mueh ident i ty and ef  seer i r i tv  (part icular ly

rel .at ive tc the haza,rds of '  natr : , re )  and economi c wel l -beinr i  th.- ' i  c

ivas and is not verv rnuch ei ther"  'To he poor in al  I  o.- , , - '  s?i : :es

a.t  the same t in:e is to be poor i  inc. leeci  ,  and mueh intel iectual  and

noral  coura,oe (or hl indnes:)  is  needed to lar . ineh a developmerrtal

process whereby incorpcrat ion in the c i t - ;  r ioninated systern is

oh, ained at  the loss of  ident i ty,  and vr i th a vasue promise of '
n^oci  h l  o i  nnrgggg in eeCrjOmiC Vtel ,  1- l ie ing at  SOme 1a_tef  Stage,

Cther tvpes of  processes are needed, nore rnooest in the gaal

set t ing,  nore hurna.n and as lons as nobodv seems tc have a.n)/-

th ing much better to suggest than foeal  -qel f - re l ianee, autono-

mous uni ts big enough to proouce suff ic ient  surplus to have some

l ight  industry,  r 'chool ing and medieal  serviees of  their  o1l :n in

a pattern that  would rnix eoi lect ive land ownerhip u; i th some
nr- i  r rc*o nl  nr .  ,  th is Jqeems to be the be t ter  general  d i rect ion in

which to i lorv '€.  i  f  l  i+;  creates probiems for the c i t ies ther i t

misht not be u1."u"onable for  tne v i l lases to a.nswer :  "  \ , ' le have

heen carry inr"  l /ou on our backs fo: :  sone eentuv' ies,  f t i l lennia hy

now; we are not asking you to carry usi  but  i f  you improve your

ahi l i tv  to carry vour:selves rm?.vt 'e we could also carrv orrr-

selves hett€r 'u! '  In short ,  the prohlem of the rural  poor is probatr

1y inextr ieat l - r  l inked to the pro' i - .1em of redesignj .ns c i t ies so

that thev ean gr iow more of  their  o! !n focd (  smal l  p lots,  more

vert ical  asrLcr; l ture ma.king use of  h igh-r ise bui ld inss as sup-

port  for  p lants fcr  var iou,s tvpes; o. t  agr icul tural  bel t  around

ci t ies to a.  larger extent worked by the people in in: l  c i tv them*

selves)"  Some level  of  urhaniz ins the eountrvside is probahiv

ind ispensa.ble,  i t  ur i l1 carry in i ts r iake solns 13.re1 : .  3 i r l - : -

cul tural iz ing the c i t ies"

tn -"h ort ,  let  us s implv not assune that the ruraL Door are

d i f  f  erent f ro inoother people,  l .et  us not encase thern in a strai t

jacket of  "basie rnater ia l  needst '  eventual ly turninE: into the

ca.ges of  e.n anina, l  farm, I f  we do not t reat  ourselves or our:

fami l ies that  way one sirould not t rea. t  other ei ther.  f /hat  one

can do, however,  is  to inerease the inten-oi tv and the depth and

spectrum of th e ur l , .an rural-  d ia logr;e wi th a hope of  Eenerat ing

rna.ny more solut ions for  the benef i t  of  e i ther pa.r t"




